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"AND NOTHING BUT THE TRUTH"
A Review of the Achievements of Farmers and Truck
Growers In the Southwest Texas Coast Country During
the Past Two or Three Years, Elucidated and Substantiated
By the Testimonials of Actual Tillers of tie Soil.
.(EDITOR'S NOTE—Ever since its inception, a year ago, "Gulf Coast Line Mag
azine has been devoting itself, with considerable zeal and earnestness, to the task of
telling its readers the truth about the resources, possibilities and opportunities of
Southwest iexas. In so doing, it necessarily, for variety's sake, if nothing else had
to affect several points of view. In this number the subject is treated from' still
another point of view, and, we believe, the most effective of all. A big part of the
story is told in the words of farmers on the ground; the other part is merely the
Editor s observations and conclusions, based upon those facts, which the reader may
rest assured constitute 'the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth.")

HIS is not a patent medicine advertisement, even though it may
have some of the ear-marks of one. It differs from the cant and
superlative extravagance of such documents primarily in that
the testimonials which it contains are the voluntary statements
of real, live individuals whose postoffice addresses are on the map, and
who, uninspired by the promise of any emolument of any description, have
contributed their opinions for the enlightenment and guidance of people
who may desire to know the truth about things in the Gulf Coast Coun
try of Southwest Texas.
Two years ago on the birthday of American Independence, the first
regular train was run from Corpus Christi to Brownsville over the rails
of the newly constructed Gulf Coast Line, the first railroad that had ever
invaded the solitude of a then desolate land, commonly known as South
west Texas. Before the railroad was built, people had an inkling of the
great possibilities of the section. Indeed, had such not been the case, it is
hardly probable that the railroad woald have been built. In former
years Southwest Texas had been a stock country and nothing more. I wo
conditions restricted its possibilities to that one avocation; they were the
absence of sufficient rainfall for crop production and the lack of trans
portation facilities to haul products to market, even if conditions had
been favorable to production.
But several years ago artesian water in unlimited abundance was dis
covered, and that discovery gave the ranchmen of that section an idea.
They experimented and marvelous were the results. When the artesian
water was poured upon the barren land, things planted grew and pro
duced in a wonderful way. The climate was congenial, indeed, surpass
ingly so. Frosts were rare, freezes were rarer, and the summer, though
long, was always mollified and softened by cool breezes from the Gulf,
and there was not a month of the year when the soil would not produce
some kind of crop that could be exchanged for money in the markets.
Then the railroad came, and with it came people who were attracted
by opportunities. What these people have accomplished since they came
is the text of this discussion. So much by way of prelude.
A

A

A

At the outset, a few pertinent facts ought to be considered. In the
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first place, the Southwest Texas proposition is just a little bit different
from any other part of this or any other State. Its soils are a little
different, its climate is a little different, and its moisture conditions are a
little different from similar conditions anywhere else. The result, which is
now history, was that the newcomers had to familiarize themselves with
conditions to which they and the whole farming profession, if you will, were
strangers. In other words, they had to learn things that they or any
one else didn't know, bv hard dint of experience.
In the second place, as is quite frequently the case in new countries,
not all of the newcomers who essayed to farm, were farmers. They were
merchants, bankers, speculators, cotton brokers, capitalists, in fact, most
any and everything but farmers. For example, one of the model farms
in the section is owned and operated by a gentleman whose farming ex
perience is not two years old. He followed the railroad into the artesian
belt, bought more than a hundred acres of land, cleared it, put down an
artesian well, built a reservoir, erected a substantial residence and fine
barns, and planted crops. The first year he didn't make expenses; this year
he made money; next year he expects to realize a clear net profit that will
average one hundred dollars for each and every acre he owns. Why? Be
cause he has familiarized himself with the conditions under which he has
to work.
But newcomers today do not have to undergo the same experience
with its attendant trials and tribulations, because the pioneers have by
their endeavors defined the limitations, the capabilities and possibilities,
and solved the problems of the Southwest Texas proposition. While
land values in some instances are a little higher than they were two years
ago, the outlook for the homeseeker and investor in Southwest Texas
today is far more favorable, because the resources and possibilities of the
section have been positively demonstrated. Doubts and uncertainties
that may have existed two years ago, do not exist today; the facts have
been proven.
To say that the achievements of the past two years are remarkable
only gives a faint and incomplete idea of what has actually been accom
plished. When the railroad was completed, there was practically and
commercially speaking no land in cultivation in Southwest Texas. There
were, to be sure, occasional acres devoted to experimental purposes and
some land planted to crops for home consumption, but in a commercial
sense, there was no agricultural activity.
Since the coming of the railroad, hundreds of families have settled on
the one time barren prairies, built homes, made farms, and today there
arc thousands and thousands of acres in cultivation which prior to two
years ago had not felt the touch of the plowshare. Out of that once
desolate land there were hauled this spring over the rails of the Gulf
Coast Line over half a thousand car loads of truck and vegetables, the
earliest products in the L nited States, and some of these cars, the products
of a single acre, brought growers a net profit of as much as four, five
and six hundred dollars. On the same land where two years ago packs of
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lank coyotes slunk in jungles of chaparral, there today grows a profusion
of things that markets want and for which they pay fancy prices. On
the same spot where two years ago great herds of cattle and fleet footed
deer roamed and grazed in undisturbed contentment, there are today
thriving little cities, monuments to the wealth-producing capacity of the
Southwest Texas lands. So much for generalities. Now for facts.
^

4

The experience of two years has demonstrated many things, but in no
-case has the evidence been more conclusive than on the advantages
of the Southwest T exas Coast Country in the production of truck and
vegetables. Results obtained absolutely and irrevocably fix the fact
that the Gulf Coast Country of Southwest Texas is the early vegetable
garden of the United States. This may seem an extravagant assertion,
but it is fully substantiated by the facts. Indeed, not only is that section
able to produce earlier than any othef part of the country, but it is the
only quarter of the United States where farmers and truck growers can
market crops any and every month of the year. The stress of this fact
is that truck growers in the Southwest Texas Coast Country sell their crops
when markets are bare of competition, and consequently realize the high
est possible market prices.
They get all the benefits that result from
the operation of that inflexible economic law—the law of supply and de
mand. They control, for at least a few weeks every year, the entire
supply of truck and vegetables in the United States, whose more than
eighty millions of people will eat garden products whenever they can get
them. This is an advantage which does not apply solely to some single
commodity, but to all varieties of truck.
In consequence of this advantage of early production, the returns which
growers of truck in Southwest Texas have realized during the past two
years, in many instances, seem almost fabulous, and were it not for the
fact that they are supported by the signed statements of the growers
who realized them, they would not be easy to believe.
Here are a few of those instances of extraordinary profits:
Piper Bros., near Brownsville, this year realized $504.00 net on a single
car of cabbage. The weight of the car was 24,000 pounds, and the yield
of some acres exceeded that amount.
Mr. P. E. Blalack, also near Brownsville, made $235.00 net profit
from one-fifth of an acre of cauliflower. At this rate, a single acre would
have yielded a profit of $1175.00.
Mr. W. R. Landrum, at Olmito, made $250.00 clear profit from fiveeighths of an acre of lettuce.
Mr. George Hoffman, at Kingsville, had four acres planted to carrots.
The crop produced eighty crates per acre, which sold at $5.00 and $5.50
per crate. Mr. Hoffman figured his net return at $320.00 per acre.
Mr. Hoffman also realized a net profit of $606.57 from a car of Ber
muda onions this year. His total Crop from fifteen acres aggregated
eleven car loads.
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Mr. T. M. Lawrence, near Corpus Christi, last year cleared $700.00 net
from two acres of tomatoes.
Mr. S. L. Kostoryz, five miles south of Corpus Christi, this spring real
ized $940.00 net profit from five acres of cucumbers. The total yield was
1,037 bushels, and the average return $188 per acre.
McNeil & Jones, at Santa Maria, this year made a net profit of
$4,000.00 from a fourteen acre patch of Bermuda onions.
At Santa Maria, cucumbers planted on the 12th of February and
shipped on the 10th of April, less than two months later, netted growers
$200.00 per acre.
Mr. Chas. Lindsay, at Oknito, made a net profit of $100.00 from oneeighth of an acre of celery.
Moll Bros., at Sarita, received $1.80 a dozen for cucumbers shipped to
Denver, Colorado, in April. They also realized $3.50 a bushel on early ex
press shipments of potatoes.
Mr. Fred Vint, at Sarita, this year made 8,000 bushels of Irish potatoes
on 70 acres of land, and sold them at St. Louis at an average price of $1.20
a bushel. His per acre profit was $136.00.
The instances just given are not "special cases" selected for adver
tising purposes, but have been picked up at random from a general and di
versified collection.
Early shipment is, of course, the most conspicuous factor in the deter
mination of profits in the truck growing business. Here is the record
of early car load shipments from Southwest Texas this year, giving the
commodity, the origin, the date of shipment, and the profit realized. These
shipments, it goes without saying, were the earliest, not only in I exas, but
in the United States, this year.
COMMODITY, SHIPPING POINT AND DATE

Cabbage, Brownsville, March 9
Bermuda onions, Brownsville, April 11
Potatoes, Brownsville, April n
Cucumbers, Francisco, May 2
Watermelons, Harlingen, May 25

NET RETURN.

$504.00
600.00
700.00
450.00
400.00

In this connection, it should be remembered that the car load move
ments above mentioned by no means represent the earliest shipments of
the various kinds of truck enumerated. As a matter of fact, all varieties
of vegetables were moving in small lots by express for several weeks be
fore the car load movement began. For example, while the first car of
cucumbers, or "cukes," as they are termed in the vernacular of the grow
ers, moved on May 2nd, express shipments were made as early as the
first week in April. The same was true in the case of all other vegetables.
'

#

&

£

These are, of course, extraordinary instances, and, it may be frankly
stated, are the exception rather than the rule. Notwithstanding which,
however, they are conclusive evidence of the fact that big things are pos
sible in the Southwest Texas Coast Country. But good, bad and indiffer
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ent, the experience of every grower considered, it is safe to say that the
average profit of Southwest Texas truck growers for the season just
closed far exceeded $100.00 per acre.
Now, if this told the whole story, if it was the record for the whole
year, there would be little in the achievement to attract more than pass
ing attention. But it isn't; it is merely the beginning, the first, if you
please, of the three acts of the performance. That same acre of land
which a few weeks ago yielded its owner a net return of more than a
hundred dollars, is now busily engaged, if the farmer is progressive and
so wills, in producing cotton, corn, or some forage crop. Within a few
weeks more that crop will be harvested, and the land will be free to pro
duce a fall crop of vegetables, such as tomatoes, beans, peas, lettuce or
some other truck that will be ready for the market in December or Jan
uary, or another crop of corn that will yield roasting ears at Christmastide, or a forage crop that will keep the stock of the farm fat during the
so-called winter months, and put the land in prime condition for the veg
etable season next spring.
Here, in truth, is the Southwest Texas proposition at its best. When
one crop has been raised and marketed, the land is ready for another, no
matter what may be the sea-on of the year. If perchance one crop proves
a failure, the farmer does not have to wait a year for a chance to get
even. Indeed, he does not have to wait a month, for every month of every
year is a farming month.
Last spring a rather severe frost caused commotion in the ranks of cab
bage growers in the vicinity of Corpus Christi. Many thought their
crop prospects were ruined. They waited for results and subsequently
found that their fears were groundless. Meantime, a few farmers took time
by the forelock and planted cotton between the rows of blighted cabbage.
The cabbage fully recovered from the shock and netted its growers up
wards of $100.00 per acre, and when it had been gathered, the same land
was growing cotton that stood ten inches high. Some of that cotton is
now yielding a bale to the acre.
As a diversification proposition, the coast country of Southwest Texas
is absolutely without a peer. It is a veritable El Dorado of opportunity for
the man who regards agriculture as the science it is, and who has a "rea
son" for doing things.

#

£

£

But the agricultural possibilities of Southwest Texas are not limited
to the production of early truck and vegetables. While the opportunities
for profitable remuneration in that activity are surpassingly golden, there
are other lines of agricultural pursuit in which the precedence of the sec
tion over all other localities is as pronounced.
Cotton is the staple product of the South, and will no doubt con
tinue to be until some genius discovers a superior substitute for cloth
ing mankind. In the production of this staple Southwest Texas oc
cupies no second place. The average per acre yield is one bale, and
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there are instances on record where farmers have made twice that amount.
Even* year for more than a decade, some county from among the three
or four that constitute Southwest Texas has produced the earliest bale
in the United States. This year was no exception to the rule, and the
first bale produced in the United States was shipped from Brownsville to
New Orleans on the 3rd day of July. And there are certain advantages
in growing early cotton, just as there are in raising early truck. Experts
also say that the staple of Southwest Texas cotton is longer and finer
than that of any other cotton raised in the United States. It, therefore,
"classes" higher, and brings from half a cent to two cents more per pound.
In the Rio Grande valley, near Brownsville, this year, there was a
crop of cotton picked from the stalks of a crop planted in February, 1905.
In the fall of 1905, that field yielded a crop of cotton that averaged a
bale and a half to the acre. The same field, without replanting, pro
duced a bale this year. This phenomenon was chargeable to the fact that
no frost or freeze occurred last winter to destroy plant life in the Rio
Grande valley.
Illustrative of the development of the cotton industry during the past
two years, it is only necessary to mention the fact that while two gins, one
located at Brownsville and the other on a large ranch in the southern part
of Hidalgo county, previously took care of the entire cotton production of
Cameron and Hidalgo counties, there are now as many as six gins to handle
the crop in the same territory. The acreage in cotton along the Gulf Coast
Line, from Sinton south to Brownsville, this year was 23,156 acres,
as against 8,865 acres last year.
Corn is another staple crop in the production of which Southwest
Texas excels in a peculiar way. Two, and sometimes three, crops can be
made on the same land each year and while the average yield for each crop
is about fifty bushels per acre, as much as seventy-five bushels are made
under irrigation. Roasting ears are a luxury which it is possible for farm
ers to enjoy every month of the year. The business of supplying Northern
markets with roasting ears is an activity which is certain to be given profit
able attention in the future. Texas markets paid a dollar a dozen for
Southwest Texas roasting ears last winter.
Alfalfa, in the lower Rio Grande valley, thrives and produces in
a manner that challenges comparison in this or any other country. Indeed,
it is not going beyond the bounds of conservatism to say that as an alfalfa
proposition the lower Rio Grande valley of Southwest Texas is neither ex
celled nor equalled by any quarter in the United States. The facts of the
matter are that alfalfa in that locality yields from six to nine cuttings a year,
and each cutting produces from a ton to a ton and a half per acre. In the
present condition of the market, alfalfa is worth $12.00 per ton f.o.b.
In this connection, we would commend the interested reader's attention to
the article by Mr. John Closner, in another part of this magazine.
The following dispatch appearing in the Galveston News under date of
April 18th, having reference to the culture of alfalfa in the Rio Grande
valley, is self-explanatory:
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Special to The News.
"Houston, Texas, April 7.—Prof. S. M. Tracy, special agent of the De
partment of Agriculture of the general Government, was in the city a
few hours today.
"Prof. Tracy makes his home at Biloxi, Miss., and gives the best part
of his scientific knowledge to experimental work in plants and crops that
grow in the Southern States and California. He is now en route to the
borders of the Rio Grande, to pass along the St. Louis, Brownsville and
Mexico Railway, the Gulf Coast Line, through the rich country newly
opened by it. The attraction on the Rio Grande, American side, is some
experimental work with alfalfa along between Brownsville and Laredo.
He has been on the work for some time, and today made the flat decla
ration that the lands along the Rio Grande produce the best alfalfa in
America, and accentuated the fact that he did not except Colorado or
any other place.
"He has not only been several years with the Agricultural Department
of the general Government, but much longer has held professorships in
State Agricultural Colleges. In these institutions he largely educated
some of the leading men now holding high positions with the general
Government, and also with State Governments and institutions."
Sugar cane, like alfalfa, flourishes in the lower Rio Grande valley
in such a remarkable manner that there is no gainsaying the fact that
no part of the United States, at least, can approach that section in
the production of that particular crop. The facts are brief but conclusive.
The per acre yield averages from 35 to 40 tons of the raw product, or
from 4000 to 6000 pounds of refined sugar. In certain instances yields
twice as great as this average have been realized. This per acre yield
is from fifty to a hundred per cent greater than can be procured any
where else in the United States.
Replanting is only necessary once in seven, eight or nine years. In
all other sugar producing districts of the United States, the cane must
be replanted every second or third year. It costs from $25 to $35 to
replant an acre of cane. The Rio Grande planter merely pockets that
sum as profit, by saving it.
Accentuate these simple but positive facts about sugar culture in the
lower Rio Grande valley with the further fact that sugar cane grown
in that locality was awarded the gold medal for first excellence, over
all competing districts in the world, Cuba and Hawaii included, at the
Louisiana Purchase Exposition two years ago, and you have a correct
idea of the lower Rio Grande valley as a sugar proposition.
Apropos of this subject of sugar production, we would again commend
to the reader's attention the statement by Mr. John Closner, published
in this number. Mr. Closner is a pioneer sugar planter in the Rio
Grande valley, and his recital of his experience is, therefore, both in
teresting and convincing.
£ & &
The foregoing discussion has dealt almost exclusively with crops whose
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adaptability to the soil, climate and moisture conditions of the Southwest
Texas Coast Country has been positively demonstrated. Where this
list of proven crops will ultimately* terminate, it would be difficult to
hazard. At all events, one thing is certain, that there has yet to be
recorded a failure in the case of any crop that has been tried.
Start a furrow, say at Corpus Christi, or the south bank of the Nueces
River, and run it south, parallel to the rails of the St. Louis, Browns
ville and Mexico Railway to the Rio Grande, and somewhere in that un
broken furrow, one hundred and fifty miles long, with its wonderful
diversity of soils, there could be planted and successfully grown every

Grapes in May in the Brownsville Country.

plant—grain, forage, vegetable and fruit crop—that is raised anywhere
in the Lnited States today, and many more that are not now produced
in the same vast expanse of territory. Growing side by side in that fur
row and bringing forth the plenteous harvest, would be the wheat of the
Northern plains and the banana of the Southern tropics, the apple of
the Northern orchards and the date of the torrid wilds, the cereals that
have made the West great and the Mississippi valley the dwelling place
of great cities and the citrus fruits of the sub-tropics, and so on until
e\ er\ crop that today grows anywhere on the North American continent
is included in the list. This doubtless reads like a rather extravagant
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assertion, but results go far to prove its truth. Climate and soil condi
tions are all that those crops require, while the irrigation possibilities
of the section guarantee their profitable production. The attainments of
the next few years will vindicate this boast.
A A A
There now remains but one genus of crop whose adaptability in a com
mercial way to Southwest Texas has not been entirely established, and
those crops can be summarized under the general term of horticultural.
As far as many fruits are concerned, however, experiment has already
proved that they can be produced with profit. For example, oranges,
lemons and other citrus fruits thrive and yield with an abundance that
compares favorably with the Pacific slope. Grapes and figs produce in a
manner that can not be surpassed anywhere in the United States. Ba
nanas and dates are likewise successfully produced in a small way.
But while the fruits just named, and many more besides, have been
and are now producing in great abundance in a small way, horticulture
has not yet assumed the dignity of a commercial activity. Why? Be
cause, principally, the country is too new. It takes several years for
fruit trees to bear. On the other hand, truck crops give results within
a few months, sometimes within a few weeks. These facts considered, it
is easy to see why the development of the fruit growing industry is slow.
Sooner or later it is sure to assume important proportions, because the ad
vantages of this section in its behalf are not only pronounced, but superior.
A country located 1500 miles nearer the principal markets, that can
produce oranges and lemons of a superior quality and place them on the
market several weeks in advance of all competing districts, will surely
sooner or later, as we- have already said, come into prominence as a
citrus fruit territory. These are reasons, in a nutshell, why the coast
country of Southwest Texas is destined to become a great fruit country.
In this connection, it will probably- interest the reader to know that the
attention of the United States Department of Agriculture has been at
tracted to the great opportunities for horticultural development in South
west Texas, and to such lengths has enthusiasm spread that it has been
practically decided to establish a sub-tropical laboratory in the near vi
cinity of Brownsville for the purpose of ascertaining the fruits that are
adapted to the section. Several special agents of the Department were
delegated to make an investigation and submit a report as to the ad
visability and feasibility of the contemplated project. The following
dispatch under a Washington, D. C., date line which received wide pub
licity in the press of the country recently, tells how these reports were
received by the Department, and, at the same time, gives what might be
called a bird's eye idea of the horticultural possibilities of Southwest
Texas. The dispatch was inspired bv the reports of Doctors Oliver and
Barrett, two of the Department's most efficient agents, who were sent
to Texas to compile the final report:
"Washington, May 16.—The preliminary reports from the experts of
the Agricultural Department, which have reached the Department from
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the Brownsville country, have set the Department afire, so to speak, with
enthusiasm over the new found opportunities for horticultural develop
ment in the United States.
"The Brownsville section, it is now confidently believed, offers greater
and more varied possibilities than either Florida or California, and with
the starter of a $76,000 appropriation for a plant laboratory, which Rep
resentative Garner has been assured will pass, the Department hopes
to discount in Texas the wonderful work that it has done in Florida
and California. The Department is pleased with the enthusiastic spirit
with which Representative Garner has entered into the work of se
curing the proposed appropriation and of facilitating the work of the De
partment in the field. It has gone with him over the ground of pros
pective experiments, and between them they have outlined a list of rare
and valuable fruits and plants for which Mr. Garner will make requisi
tion as soon as the laboratory is installed and the experts are fin
ally put in charge of the fields. These plants are to be put not only in
the proposed Government gardens, but distributed over the entire terri
tory wherever responsible parties will take charge of them and where
they will be of easy access to the Government experts who will watch
their progress and direct their care and attention. The following is the
list from which the first selections for the territory are to be made:
"All citrus fruits, hardy oranges which can be grown above the frost
line.
"The Smyrna fig, the caprification by the Blastgphaga necessary in Cen
tral and Southwest Texas.
"The East Indian mango from Calcutta, now being grown with rather
indifferent success in Florida.
"The date palm of the Valley of the Tigris, and the Tunis variety from
Beloochistan.
"The mangosteen from the Malay archipelago, a fruit more delicate in
taste than the plum, high priced and valued as a product; few growing
in the islands Trinidad and Jamaica; can unquestionably be grown in
Southwest Texas.
"The Corsican citron, now being grown in California, brought from the
island of Corsica.
"The olive, now being experimented with in California.
"The Turkestan and Arabian alfalfa, from Asia Minor; the finest for
age plant in the world.
"The spineless cactus or tuna, from Argentine, Southern Spain and
Tripoli; especially adapted for Southwest Texas; splendid as food for
cattle.
"The Japanese loquat, grown on the same parallel of latitude as South
west Texas.
"The Spanish hardshell almond, from the Sierras of Southeastern Spain.
"The pistachio nut from the Levant, the Jourdan species which were
killed in California by the early frost.
"The Malin horseradish from Bohemia, 2,000,000 pounds of which was
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imported this year; this product can be grown in Central Texas as well.
"Berseem or Egyptian clover, from the Valley of the Nile; if planted
in the fall, four crops cut before June; splendid food for cattle and other
farm animals.
"The fenugreek from the Mediterranean, a leguminous plant which will
restore fertility of irrigated gardens and absolutely necessary where onions
and truck are planted.
"The Italian Carubo or Carbo tree, or St. John's bread fruit tree, from
Sicily; better than corn for cattle and horse feed.

Fie Tree. 18 Months Old. which Has Already Produced Two Crops Near Brownsville.

"Japanese timber bamboo and the Japanese matting rush. The former
is used as material for building houses, and the matting rush is used for
ornamental things manufactured by the Japanese; especially adapted
to take the place of the worthless canebrakes, so many of which can be
found in Southwest Texas.
"The Egyptian cotton for irrigated farms in Southwest Texas; worth
21 cents per pound; probably do well near Brownsville.
1 he Japanese short rice, especially valued because it does not break
while being cleansed in the mills.
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"As an instance of the thoroughness with which the Department goes
about this work, the introduction of the date palm into the Uinted
States may be cited. In 1899 a scientist of the office of foreign plant
introduction visited the Desert of Sahara and brought to this country the
date palm, which has been tried in Arizona and California. Today there
are 170 varieties in the United States. The best varieties are from the
Egyptian oases, the valley of the Tigris and the famous variety from
Southern Tunis. They are now being successfully grown in California,
and the Department's expert who is at present in the lower Rio Grande
country writes to the head of the plant division that he believes that they
will not only thrive, but fruit to great advantage in the Brownsville
section.
Another thing which interests the Department is the great area of the
new found garden spot. It extends up the Rio Grande to Laredo, thins
out gradually toward San Antonio, and extends for hundreds of miles
along the Gulf coast eastward to Houston. San Antonio willl probable
be the northern station and Houston the eastern station of this great
experimental district, with the main laboratory and experiment station
some fifteen miles from the city of Brownsville."
While the facts set forth in this article are accurate and authentic to
the minutest detail, it is not necessary for the reader to accept them with
out ample proof of their veracity. The resources of Southwest Texas
are so varied, its possibilities so marvelous and its achievements in crop pro
duction so remarkable that it is rather difficult for the uninitiated public
—the man who has not seen with his own eyes—to accept published
statements as true in every instance. We appreciate this fact; indeed, we
have appreciated it for some time, and. therefore, that the public might
hear the story from the lips of those who know, of those who know by
actual and practical experience on the ground and in the field, we have
asked a number of representative farmers and truck growers in the terri
tory to provide us with statements telling of their experiences and
achievements in an agricultural way in Southwest Texas during the past
year or so, which we might reproduce in conjunction with this article,
over their signatures. The letters which follow are, therefore, self-ex
planatory. If anyone doubts the authenticity of any of the assertions
contained in the letters, he will be favored with a prompt reply, if he will
merely address a postal card inquiry to the particular writer whose postoffice address heads the letter.

Brownsville, Texas, June 30, 1906.
Mr. Wm. Doherty,
Corpus Christi, Texas.
Dear Sir: Regarding our experience in truck growing in the lower
Rio Grande valley, would say we came here about the middle of Sep
tember, 1905, from Racine, Wisconsin, where we have been engaged in
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truck growing all our lives, and went to work clearing up land on our
plantation of 823 acres, which was covered with brush of different kinds,
such as mesquite, guisache, cactus, ebony and palmetto trees. The clear
ing of our land cost us from $8.00 to $9.00 per acre.
We employ Mexican labor entirely, and it is very plentiful at 75 cents
per day, Mexican money, equaling about 37 cents in American money.
Inasmuch as they board themselves, we consider it the cheapest labor in
the United States today.
We have about 350 acres cleared, which we had planted to cabbage,
onions, potatoes, cucumbers and watermelons this spring. Our soil is
rich, sandy loam, several feet deep, and well adapted to such crops as we
have grown, and many others besides.
Our crops yielded very satisfactorily, and indeed, wonderfully, consider
ing the fact that but a few months previous the land grew nothing but
brush. We expect another season to make much heavier yields, as we
will be able to work the soil more thoroughly, and do our planting
earlier.
I he climate is delightful and hard to equal, being near the gulf, which
modifies the air in winter and cools it in summer with its delightful
breeze.
We expect to put in a larger acreage another season, and will shortly
commence clearing more land. Our tract fronts on the Rio Grande
and we have our own irrigating plant, by which we irrigate our
crops, getting the water from the river, where there is an inexhaustible
supply.
Yours respectfully,
(Signed)
PIPER BROS.

Brownsville, Texas, June 5, 1906.
Mr. Wm. Doherty,
Corpus Christi, Texas.
Dear Sir: I am in receipt of your favor of the 29th ulto., asking me
to give you the result of my experience with corn, cane, figs and grapes
in the Rio Grande valley.
I have at this writing 100 acres of corn, planted in February, now
matured, which, good judges say, is producing 60 bushels per acre. This
corn has had no irrigation, rainfall having been sufficient. I shall pre
pare the same land in July, and plant again, in corn, in August, and as
my observation is that the fall ' crop of corn is as good as the spring
crop, in this section, I expect to produce in the year 1906 from 100 to 120
bushels of corn per acre.
My cane, at this writing, is about five feet high, and has the finest ap
pearance I have ever seen. I produced last year, without especial care,
60 tons per acre. This cane was analyzed at three different times during
the Louisiana grinding season by Louisiana chemists, and showed a sucrose
content of from 11.50 to 15.00 per cent, and purity of 77.20 and up (said
by judges to be very fine). I have every faith in sugar cane in this val
ley and expect, as soon as possible, to have my entire farm in that crop.
I planted, sixteen months ago, about 4,000 grapes (most of the success
ful California varieties). They are at this writing loaded down with
fruit, and bid fair to excel anything I have seen in California. I have al
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ready cut several green bunches which have weighed four pounds. Such
a heavy crop the second year after planting is a great surprise to me.
My fig orchard, planted February 7, 1905, is the best of them all. The
trees began bearing figs last year in August, and two months later some
of the trees had as many as 500 figs on them. At this writing all trees
are loaded with fruit, just beginning to ripen. The trees are from four
to five inches in diameter, and the orchard presents a beautiful appear
ance. I was so impressed with fig culture that I have since set out an
orchard of 10,000 plants.
I must add that while some of the above sounds like a "fairy tale," the
facts are here on the farm, to show to the Doubting Thomases.
Yours truly,
(Signed)
P. E. BLALACK.
Raymondville, Texas, June 4, 1906.
Mr. Wm. Dohertv,
G. P. A. Gulf Coast Line,
Corpus Christi, Texas.
Dear Sir: Replying to your favor of recent date, asking for a letter
setting forth my experiences in and views of the Raymondville district on
your line, will say: I came here about a year ago, and began opening up
my forty-acre farm adjoining the town site. My adjoining neighbors, Dr.
G. F. LeGrand and R. R. Harris, and myself, put down a partnership
artesian well and a six million gallon capacity earthen reservoir, sufficient
for four forty-acre tracts, or 160 acres, which are now all cleared, and
nearly all in cultivation and under this one irrigation plant. So far we
have needed very little irrigation, and it is my opinion that with our 30inch average annual rainfall, we will need irrigation only occasionally for
some of the smaller, short-rooted crops, and perhaps for fruit crops now
and then. I have fifteen acres of as good corn as I have ever seen any
where, and have grown a good crop of beans, and have fifteen acres of
good cotton, which have not been irrigated, and this has been rather a
dry spring, too.
My land cost me $25.00 per acre; clearing, ready for the plow, cost
about $5.00 per acre net, after deducting the receipts from the sale of the
wood that came off the land. My interest in the well and reservoir, etc.,
cost me about $900.00.
Our soil is a black sandy loam; very open, porous and friable, never too
dry or too wet to cultivate. Retains moisture to an exceptional degree.
This is decidedly a fruit growing section. I have a small beginning
of 225 Satsuma oranges, Japanese persimmons, grapes, plum, peach, apple,
quince, fig, English walnut, loquat, guava, lemon, kumkwat, etc., planted
now, and it is my intention to plant a considerable acreage to oranges,
Japanese persimmons, California grapes and Smyrna figs this fall, winter
and spring, and to occupy the balance of my land with winter garden
crops such as lettuce, beets, carrots, cauliflower, onions, tomatoes, etc.
These crops are all out of the way of the staple farm crops in the spring.
There is no difficulty whatever in securing three crops per year on the
same land here by proper rotation.
We have both a summer and winter resort climate. The invigorating
gulf breezes that fan us day and night temper both the summer's heat
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and the winter's cold. It is rare that the temperature exceeds 95 or 96,
even in July or August, and even the maximum heat is not oppressive,
as it is farther north, in the more humid sections.
There is an entire absence of malaria here, and in fact all the ordinary
causes of sickness.
Without any question this land will pay for itself and necessary im
provements every year, if properly handled.
There are fewer flies and other insect pests here than in any other
portion of Texas that I have ever lived in, and I have suffered more
from the mosquitoes right up on the high plains of Northwest Texas
than I have here.
Yours very truly,
(Signed)
B. H. FRAZIER.
Kingsville, Texas, June 4, 1906.
Mr. Wm. Doherty,
G. P. & T. A., St. L. B. & M. R. R.,
Corpus Christi, Texas.
Dear Sir: Replying to your favor of May 23rd, requesting a state
ment of our crops, etc., would say that we have just finished shipping our
onion crop. The yield per acre on my farm was 15,000 pounds, fancy
onions. This crop was raised without any fertilizer, at an expense of
$50.00 per acre. This covers expense of seed, transplanting, irrigation
and cultivation. I am unable to give you the net profit per acre, as I
have not received returns for the crop, as our onion crop this season is
being handled by the Southern Texas Truck Growers' Association.
Other truck crops do well in this section. Cabbage, cauliflower, to
matoes, cucumbers, beans; in fact, almost every variety of vegetable has
been tested, and can be raised with profit here, because we can raise
these crops when there is a good market. We can have something in the
vegetable line growing every month in the year.
Yours truly,
(Signed)
JNO. D. HARVEY.

Llano Grande, Texas, July 4, 1906.
Mr. Wm. Doherty, G. P. & T. A.
St. L. B. & M. Ry. Co.,
Corpus Christi, Texas.
Dear Sir: I beg to acknowledge receipt of your splendid Gulf Coast
Line Magazine, which I have read with interest.
Relative to my operations at Llano Grande, I beg to say that my ex
periments have been entirely along the lines of dry land farming, as I
have no water or irrigating canals on the place. I have some two or
three small farms on different parts of my tract, which are cultivated by
Mexican tenants in the old-fashioned way, under contracts, which pay
me one-fourth of the crop as rent. During the year 1905, my field of
about 50 to 53 acres, at Los Indios, about seven and one-half miles north
of the railroad at Llano Grande, was let to a family of Mexicans under
a verbal contract to pay me one-fourth of the crop, the understanding be
ing they should deliver the corn at my crib on the railroad, and should
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deliver the cotton to the Sprague gin, about 20 miles distant in the in
terior. Mr. Sprague was instructed to hold my one-fourth interest in
the payment and remit to me at such time as requested. On the third
day of October, 1905, Mr. Sprague sent me his check for $1,086 (Mex
ican money), and during that week the tenants delivered to my crib at
Casa Blanca, on the railroad, 186 bushels of corn of as excellent quality
as is raised in Iowa, Nebraska or Kansas. On the third day of January,
1906, Mr. Sprague sent me another check for $101.86, being the onefourth of a last picking made, making a total of $1,187.86 (Mexican
money), and 186 bushels of corn from approximately 50 acres of land,
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Sugar Beets Grown at Kingsville.

without e'ther water or scientific cultivation. This season the same
parties have the same land, with approximately ten acres additional added
to the field, and all of it in cotton and corn. On the 25th of May I
visited the field and found the corn too hard for roasting ears, and was
advised :t would be ready for gathering about ten days later. I found
many ^otton bolls as large as walnuts and almost ready to open. I am
convinced that the yield of both cotton and corn will be very much
heavier this year than last year. There is no evidence of boll weevil in
the cotton, and I am convinced that the corn will make from 60 to 75
bushels to the acre, if not more.
At Casa Blanca, my home place on the railroad, all my clearing and
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plantings have been since the middle of November, 1905, and were made
by me during the winter for the purpose of demonstrating the possibili
ties and results of planting during the winter months without water or
irrigation and depending entirely on rainfall or natural moisture of the
soil. I cleared the land and broke it after the 15th of November, having
it ready for seed and planting about the 10th to 20th of December, and
between that time and the 1st of February I planted all kinds of garden
vegetables, including peas, beans, cauliflower, tomatoes, asparagus, onions,
potatoes, cabbage, okra, peppers, cucumbers, etc. Also cantaloupes, water
melons, pine apples, peanuts, cotton, corn, para grass, guinea grass, casava,
Kaffir corn, sorghum and alfalfa, the latter being sown after January
20; also bananas, oranges, figs, grapes, English walnuts, lemons, grape
fruit, palms, mint, various shade and ornamental trees, flowers,
vines
and roses, with the results that we have had fresh vegetables continuously
since the 10th of January. Nothing in the garden was lost from frost
or cold during the winter. The sorghum planted in the winter is now
being cut the second time as forage for stock; the alfalfa was cut the first
time on the 23d of May. On May 16th we got our first cantaloupes, and
a week later watermelons.
Up to the present time the above articles have been successfully planted
and grown during the winter without artificial watering. I am growing
nothing for market, and therefore am unable to give you any prices on
any of the above products. I am,
Very truly yours,
(Signed)
J. P. WITHERS
Llano Grande, Hidalgo County, Texas.
Mr. Wm. Dohertv,
Kingsville, Texas, June 15, 1906.
G. P. & T. A., St. L. B. & M. Ry.
Corpus Christi, Texas.
Dear Sir: Answering your letter of recent date, requesting a state
ment from us relative to crops grown at Kingsville this year, I wish to
say that in giving you this statement 1 desire especially to call your atten
tion to the fact that this is a new country, and also to the further fact
that we are just closing our second season.
Kingsville is admirably adapted to the production of truck crops. Beets
which we put on the market in March, April and May brought in Chicago
$5.00 per crate. At this rate, we realized a net profit of $150.00 per acre.
Carrots did equally as well, paying practically the same returns per acre.
We have just finished harvesting our onion crop, which, taken as a
whole, good, bad and indifferent, yielded an average of 15,000 pounds
per acre. Illustrative of the returns realized from our onion crop, I will
mereh mention the results I have just received from a shipment of four
cars. Our returns on four cars were $1,950.00 net, or an average of
?4o7-5° per car. According to these returns our average returns are
$292.50 per acre.
^ The average cost of producing onions, from seed bed to market, is
? 100.00 per acre. Deducting the cost of production we have a clear net
profit of $192.50 per acre. I consider this a very conservative average.
Our onion seed is planted in the seed bed about October 1st, transplanted
from the seed bed to the field from December 15th to January 15th and
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the crop harvested some time between April 25th and June 1st. This
leaves the land available for a crop of June corn, if the farmer desires,
before the time for planting again in the fall. However, it is the general
practice of our farmers to plant their onion lands to cow peas, turning
them under as fertilizer.
At Kingsville this year we had 92 acres in onions; from that acreage
we have thus far shipped and marketed 46 cars, and still have onions
to move.
The Southern Texas Truck Growers' Assoc ation, of which our local
association is a member, has handled our entire output of onions this

Peach Trees less than Two Years Old, Bearire Fruit, in the Brownsville Country.

year, and, notwithstanding the fact that we have had a taste of the trials
and tribulations of the Southern California Fruit Growers' Association,
when it was first organized, the association has made it possible for our
growers to realize very satisfactory returns on their onion crops.
We
hope in the future to handle all of our crops through the association.
Both the early and late crops of cwn, the one planted in February, and
the other planted in July, make an average of sixty bushels to the acre,
each crop.
While it is a little too early to give any statistics regarding the yield
of cotton this year, the crop itself is in a most satisfactory condition and
all of our farmers look for big yields. The yield last year averaged three-

A Sample of tirape Production in Southwest Texas, Vines Eighteen Months Old, Bearing
Blalack Farm, Near Brownsville.
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quarters of a bale to the acre and some of our farmers expect to average
a bale this year.
All truck crops, such as cabbage, potatoes, tomatoes, etc., produce
abundantly at Kingsville, and have yielded handsome revenue for many
of our growers.
As I stated at the outset, Kingsville is young and has as yet had but
little opportunity to demonstrate what she can do in an agricultural way.
However, we have in lavish abundance all of those essentials of soil,
climate, moisture and marketing facilities and as soon as our people get
the right grasp of the new conditions of this new country, you may
rest assured that they will do things that will place Kingsville in the
front ranks of the advancing hosts of prosperity and progress.
Very truly yours,
KINGSVILLE TRUCK GROWERS' ASSOCIATION.
Per Fred D. Warren, Secretary.
Santa Maria, Texas, June 25, 1906.
Mr. Wm. Doherty,
Gen. Pass. & Tkt. Agt., Gulf Coast Line.
Corpus Christi, Texas.
My Dear Mr. Doherty: Complying with your request for a state
ment of development made at this place within the past eight months, and
agricultural conditions here, the following general outline of what has
been done at Santa Maria may be of service:
We came here the latter part of June, 1905, for the purpose of estab
lishing an irrigation system to water three thousand acres of land. We
installed a pumping plant on the Rio Grande river, consisting of the best
improved, modern pumping machinery, and built a canal forty-five feet
wide and four and a half miles in length, to convey the water through
the center of the three-thousand acre tract of land. Each land owner im
mediately began clearing land for the purpose of putting in a winter crop,
to be harvested during the early months of 1906. The irrigation system
was completed and ready for operation by November the first, and such
crops as cabbage, onions, beets, alfalfa and sorghum were immediately
planted, and in January and February green snap beans, Irish potatoes,
cucumbers, cantaloupes, watermelons, tomatoes, squash, okra, asparagus,
cauliflower, corn and peppers were planted in quantities for carload ship
ments. During April and the first of May all of these crops, which were
planted in December, January and February, were matured and ready
for the market, and at the present time have been harvested and sold at
good prices f. o. b. cars here, and the planters have reaped handsome
cash returns for their crops planted two to four months ago. We have
shipped about 60 carloads of vegetables.
I bought land here in June of last year for nine dollars per acre, and
the cost of clearing same, free from all brush, trees, stumps, roots, trash,
etc., ready for the plow and crops, was about eight dollars per acre. I have
in cultivation about seventy-five acres, a description of which I give in
the following paragraphs:
On land which had a few months before been covered with the densest
brush, mesquite and ebony trees, but which, when cleared, revealed the
richest and most perfect alluvial soil of a depth of from six to twelve feet,
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I planted in December about twenty acres of the celebrated Texas Ber
muda onion. This crop was irrigated four times, at a cost of about
fifty cents per acre for each irrigation. The yield was from sixteen
thousand to twenty-five thousand pounds per acre, and the returns in
money about two hundred and fifty dollars per acre. The crop was
gathered and sold the latter part of April and the first few days in May.
I had about ten acres in cucumbers, which cost, for seed, cultivation,
irrigation and harvesting, about eight dollars per acre, and which yielded
about two hundred bushels per acre. The prices for cucumbers this year
have ranged from sixty-five to seventy-five cents per bushel, f. o. b. cars.
This crop was harvested in about eight or nine weeks from the time of
planting.
On a little more than one-half acre planted in beans, seed, cultivation,
irrigation and harvesting for which cost about twelve dollars, I gathered
about one hundred and ten bushels of beans, and sold same for an average
price of one dollar per bushel, f. o. b. cars here. This crop was
harvested and sold within six weeks after planting.
I also had small tracts of less than an acre in Irish potatoes, sweet
potatoes, beets, cabbage, lettuce, etc., on which I made a good profit, but
on these small matters I can give no accurate figures.
I have a magnificent field of alfalfa; a perfect stand, vigorous, healthy
and ready for cutting at two months old; also about twenty-five acres
in corn, part of which is now in roasting ears, and about ten acres in
cotton, which is in splendid condition and well advanced.
I am now just finishing planting my second crop for this year on the
same land from which the crops referred to above were harvested. I am
planting corn, stock-peas and other feed stuff, and will harvest this in
time for a third crop in the fall.
Our geographical position, this being one of the most southerly points
of the United States, gives us a climate and growing seasons which are
admirable for the production of almost all kinds of vegetables which can
be grown in a semi-tropical country, and makes this one of the earliest
shipping points anywhere in the South for spring vegetables. We had
stuff moving from this section, I believe, earlier than any point on the
Gulf Coast. As above stated, the so:l in this valley is a rich, alluvial de
posit, and as fertile as can be found in any river valley in the South. The
climate is delightful and is unsurpassed for the germination of seed and
rapid production of vegetables. All that is needed to make this section a
veritable garden spot is moisture applied to the land at the proper time.
7 he system of irrigation fulfills this requirement and solves the problem
for the planter.
Strangers reading or hearing of this section, which we speak of as
semi-tropical, should be apprised of the peculiar untropical features which
are happ:ly present, viz: absence of great rainfalls and the resultant damp
ness, marshes, malaria and such like conditions as are met with elsewhere
along our southern coast country. This section is, by virtue of its equable
climate and rare atmosphere, a health resort for those from less favored
parts of the country. We are dry, but irrigation makes moisture for crop
purposes, \\ thout making marshes, mosquitoes and malaria, of which we
know not.
Yours truly,
(Signed)

W. A. MCNEIL.
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Angelita, Texas, June 8, 1906.
Gulf Coast Line Magazine,
Corpus Christi, Texas.
Gentlemen: In regard to the truck growing industry in this locality,
I will just tell you something about my cabbage crop this year. I had
twelve acres in cabbage and planted, cultivated and gathered the crop at
an expense of $10.00 per acre. I sold over one thousand dollars' worth
of cabbage off of those twelve acres and now have a cotton crop growing
on the same land.
This is a fine truck country. The people around Angelita this spring
made good money out of all kinds of truck, such as beans, squash, cucum
bers, potatoes, tomatoes and cantaloupes. There was only a small acreage
planted to onions, but the onions were as fine as any I ever saw, many
of them weighing as much as two pounds each.
Watermelons are now coming in. Four cars went out today (June
8th), netting the growers from $150 to $160 a car.
We have a wide variety of soil here, ranging from loose sandy and
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A Foot of Cucumber, a Sample of the
Southwest Texas Product.

black sandy to black, sticky land. This fact enables us to grow anything.
Land is worth from $10 to $25 per acre and can be grubbed at a cost
of from $7 to $10 an acre. The wood obtained will pay about one-third
the cost of clearing.
Yours truly,
(Signed.)
W. M. SPESSARD.
Run, Hidalgo County, Texas, July 10, 1906.
Mr. Wm. Doherty,
Corpus Christi, Texas.
Dear Sir: I came to Hidalgo county, as one of the first prospectors,
four and a half years ago, in advance of the long looked for railroad. I
bought a few hundred acres of land at $3.00 an acre, and it was my good
fortune that a pumping plant was put on my river front, making it easy
and inexpensive for me to develop my lands.
Three years ago I began to clear my land, and planted corn and alfalfa,
making hog raising my business. My alfalfa cuts a ton to the acre six
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or seven times a year, and I sell it at $12.00 a ton at my barn.
Growing corn and alfalfa so abundantly and at such little cost, I can
make pork for two and a half cents a pound; it is now worth six and
a half at the Ft. Worth market.
I am not in the truck business, but many of my neighbors are making
some remarkable yields.
This is the best all-the-year-round climate in the United States, and
there is more value in the land at present prices than any place I know
of. Land is now selling at from $10 to $25 an acre, and it can't be
more than a few years before it will cost two or three times the present
figures.
Those who will come and look at this country will also say that it has
a great future.
Yours truly,
(Signed.)
C. S. MORTON.
Olmito, Texas, July 8, 1906.
Mr. Wm. Doherty,
Corpus Christi, Texas.
Dear Sir: As per your recent request, I take pleasure in giving you
herewith some facts about farming and truck growing in the vicinity of
Olmito.
Cotton here yields from a bale to a bale and a half to the acre. We
plant in the early part of February and begin to pick the latter part of
June or the first of July.
Corn yields from 40 to 60 bushels to the acre, and we make two crops
a year.
While heavy crops, such as those I have just mentioned, do exceptionally
well here, our farmers probably get the best returns from truck. Onions
make from 15,000 to 25,000 pounds to the acre, and net growers from
$100 to $400 an acre, according to the market price. Potatoes planted
on the 20th day of February and gathered May 10 yields 75 bushels to
the acre. Lettuce netted truck growers here this year from $100 to $500
an acre. A Mr. Landrum, who kept accurate account, realized $250 net
from 5-8 of an acre in this crop. Cabbage, cucumbers, tomatoes, etc., also
brought handsome returns.
On one-eighth of an acre of celery I realized $100 net profit.
Land is selling here at prices ranging from $10.00 to $40.00 an acre.
Five dollars an acre covers expense of clearing.
Very respectfully,
(Signed.)
C. LINDSEY.
Hidalgo, Texas, July 2, 1906.
Mr. Wm. Doherty,
Corpus Christi, Texas.
Dear Sir: The cotton acreage of Hidalgo county this year is fully ten
times more than it was last year, and while there is some complaint of boll
weevil in certain sections, it does not cause any serious apprehension. For
cotton the central and northern parts of Hidalgo have peculiar advantages
over almost any other part of South Texas. The soil is a heavy sandy
loam, underlaid by a strata of very hard yellow clay, through which the
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rain water will not pass. It seeps down into the sand, and there remains
until entirely exhausted by evaporation. In very dry weather deep culti
vation will often do as much to save a cotton or corn crop as would a
two-inch rain. The dampness will be brought to the roots by capillary at
traction. Cotton can be planted here any time after the first of Febru
ary, and picking season generally begins about the ist of June. If the
weather is anyway favorable the plants will continue to grow, and bolls
will continue to open until frost, which seldom comes before December,
and very frequently we have no frost sufficiently severe to kill the cot
ton plant. By careful cultivation and allowing nothing to go to waste in
the field, it is a simple matter to gather from a bale and a half to two bales
per acre.
This season, as far as I am able to judge, there are about 8,000 acres
of corn planted in the county. All the corn on lands back from the river
is doing fine, and at this writing, June 1, much of it is matured. Some
of the corn fields in the vicinity of Hidalgo will be a total loss for lack
of rain, but down below, where the rainfall was abundant, the crops are
looking fine, and the average yield will be 60 bushels to the acre. All
corn planted on irrigated land will make about the same. Farmers here
always plant a fall crop of corn, and if it rains sufficiently the second
crop will yield as well as the first, but in any event, they are sure of fod
der and some corn in the fall. With irrigation corn will grow here any
month in the year.
For sugar cane it has been demonstrated that this soil is peculiarly
adapted. Cane has been cut and good results obtained that had not been
planted for c:ght years, but experience proves that it should be replanted
every five or six years.
Alfalfa is a sure crop with irrigation, but care should be taken not to
overflow it too much. Experience has proven that the top roots of the
alfalfa plant will not stand much water. This soil is very deep and the
water soon seeps below and there remains until brought to the surface
by evaporation, and if much water is allowed to accumulate at a depth
of four or five feet below the surface, under an alfalfa field, the result
will soon be apparent by the sickly and yellow appearance of the plants.
Altogether there are about 600 acres in alfalfa this season.
Experiments have demonstrated that every variety of tropical or semitropical fruit will grow here to perfection, and figs seem to be in their
natural element. 1he climate and soil is just right, and all that is needed
is irrigation when rainfall is not sufficient.
Yours truly,
(Signed.)
^
R. A. MARSH,
County Judge Hidalgo County.

Corpus Christi, Texas, July 3, 1906.
Mr. Wm. Doherty,
Corpus Christi, Texas.
Dear Sir: A crop which does remarkablv well in this section, but one
that is a stranger to most people, is the stock feed beet or "Mangel Wurzel, as it is scientifically called. The yield of this crop is so enormous
that I hesitate to give the returns I have frequently made for fear your
readers will think I am exaggerating. Nevertheless, I am stating facts
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when I say that the ordinary weight of the beets is an average of twenty
pounds to the beet, with occasional ones weighing twenty-five pounds.
It is necessary to plant in well prepared land some time in October or
November, using a drill and planting in three-foot rows. At the proper
time, the beets must be thinned out, leaving one plant about every twelve
inches. Thinnings make excellent feed for pigs, milk cows and fowls.
The beets reach a state of maturity suitable for feeding purposes very
early, and continue to grow until the following fall.
I have produced as high as ninety tons, or 180,000 pounds, of these
beets to the acre, and without the assistance of irrigation.
Here is the table of cost of making a single acre crop:
Six pounds of seed
$1.00
Rent for land
5.00
Planting and hoeing one time
3.00
Plowing two times
50
Total

$9.50

In an ordinary season an acre will yield from thirty to sixty tons, and
the beets are worth form $3.00 to $5.00 a ton. You can figure the prof
its for yourself.
The "Mangel Wurzel" is one of the best stock feeds I know of, and
when its value is fully appreciated by stockmen, its production will become
an important industry in Southwest Texas.
Yours truly,
(Signed)
"FARMER" W. A. CLARK.
The preceding letters need no explanation. They tell their own story.
Viewing the Southwest Texas proposition in the practical light which
these letters diffuse, divesting it entirely from all those things euphoniously
classified as "marvelous possibilities" and restricting judgment to plain,
every day actualities like those recited in the letters, do you honestly know
of any country that offers more and better opportunities for the man who
is looking for a chance to make an honest living? Leaving out of count
entirely any fanciful wealth that may be induced by future develop
ment and basing opinion solely upon those things which have already
been accomplished, do you know of another country that produces larger
and quicker returns agriculturally?
A

A

A

But there are other things, apart from conditions favorable to moneymaking, that the homeseeker requires of a country in which he may settle.
Broadly speaking, that country must be able to better his condition. Some
men will suffer most anything for money. There are few hardships
they will not endure in the battle for golden wealth. But when it comes
to the point of compelling their families, their loved ones, to brook the
same trying experiences of pioneer life, they draw the line.
With men engaged in certain lines of activity, business and home are
separate and distinct propositions, associated only insofar as the former
is able to support and maintain the latter. But in the case of the farmer
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it is different.^ Business and home are inseparably linked together; they
are one and the same thing.
The farmer s position is entirely different from that of the business
man whose office or mercantile establishment is located in the heart of
the crowded and d:ngy city, with its never-ceasing rattle and clatter of
wheels of commerce, but whose home, where his loved ones dwell, is
miles away, peacefully set in a shady nook of some suburban park, in a
fashionable quarter, surrounded by schools and churches, and surcharged
with an atmosphere of culture and refinement.
The farm, being the home as well as the seat of business, must be able
to provide those things which society, in the broad sense, demands. There
fore, when a man thinks of locating in an agricultural country, there arc,
as we have already said, certain considerations, in addition to the question
of money-making, which must be satisfied.
We can imagine the prospective homeseeker addressing himself some
what in this wise:
Yes, there's no questioning the fact that the country
meets all requirements in the matter of money-making, and lands are
dirt cheap in comparison with their producing capacity, but is it a
suitable place for my family? is the climate healthful? are the public
schools good? are there churches where we can worship according to
our ideas? and how about the social side of things?"
Let that man who doubts the ability of Southwest Texas to meet these
requirements come, see and be convinced.
In the matter of climate and healthfulness, the Southwest Texas coast
country, without question, leads the South. During a period of almost two
decades, the official records show that at no time has the thermometer reg
istered higher than 98 degrees. In the same period the mercury dropped
below the freezing point no more than half a dozen times. The atmos
phere is rare and dry, at all times free from humidity, but constantly
cooled by gulf breezes. Mosquitoes and malaria are almost total strangers.
It is a fact well known that the public schools of Texas are the best
in the United States. A public school fund of $42,000,000 provides an
annual per capita donation of from five to six dollars for the education of
every child in the State. This fund is yearly augmented by a State and
county tax. In three counties, comprising the major portion of what
is commonly known as Southwest Texas, there are one hundred and
fifteen public schools, taught by one hundred and fifty teachers, for a total
population of not more than 40,000 people, or one teacher to every 266
people of all ages, races and classes.
Religiously, Southwest Texas is far ahead of most new countries. As
a matter of fact, it is not a new country in a correct sense. It is merely
new in a commercial way. Almost every denomination is represented
and new churches are always among the first structures to appear in the
new towns that are building.
In a broad and general sense, there is nothing that comprises a nearer
approach to the likeness of the social atmosphere of Southwest Texas
than the fast declining hospitality of the "Old South." That wide, free,
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generous air wherein man meets man as man, and where manhood is
the basis of social intercourse, is the exhilarating influence which thrills
the homebuilder in Southwest Texas.
A

A

A

This is the prospect that the Southwest Texas proposition holds out
to the homeseeker today, as viewed in the light of a retrospect of the
achievements of two years. Lands are now selling at prices ranging from
$6 to $10 an acre, in large tracts of a thousand acres or more, and from
$15 to $30 in small blocks of forty acres and up. This land, under ir
rigation and proper cultivation, is capable of yielding the farmer an an
nual net profit of from one hundred to several hundred dollars per acre.

THE MEETING OF EXTREMES.
In a hunter's camp different men began to unfold their yarns. Among
others a Kentuckian said he once shot a buck in such a way that the bullet,
after hitting the right ear, passed through the heel of the right hind foot.
Jeering and laughter greeted the story.
"Brown/' called the Kentuckian to his companion, "tell these fellows
if what I say is not as true as gospel!"
"Why, yes," replied the other, "I saw it myself. \ ou see, gentlemen,
when he pulled the trigger of his rifle, the buck was just scratching his
head with his hoof."
Then he whispered to his friend:
"That was a narrow escape. Another time don't lie so far apart."

